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IN THE CLAIMS: 



1 (ORIGINAL) A node selecting method in which a mobile node moving a plurality of 
nodes dispersedly arranged estimates a distance to a candidate node adjacent to the 
mobile node, and selects a node for next communication, characterized in that the 

mobile node executes: 

a first step of specifying, as the candidate node, a node present within a 

communication zone of the mobile node; 

a second step of calculating, for each specified candidate node, a ratio between 
the number of nodes present within a first region where the communication zone of the 
mobile node and a communication zone of the candidate node overlap each other, and 
the number of nodes present within second regions where both the communication 

zones do not overlap; and 

a third step of estimating the distance on the basis of the ratio. 

2 (ORIGINAL) The node selecting method according to claim 1 , characterized in that 
the mobile node further executes a fourth step of selecting a node for next 
communication, on the basis of the estimated distance. 

3 (ORIGINAL) A node selecting method in which a mobile node moving a plurality of 
nodes dispersedly arranged estimates a distance to a candidate node adjacent to the 
mobile node, and selects a node for next communication, characterized in that the 

mobile node executes: 

a first step of specifying a node present within a communication zone of the 

mobile node; 

a second step of specifying a designated node out of the neighbor nodes, 
a third step of specifying a next neighbor node present within a communication 

zone of the designated node; 

a fourth step of counting a common node number as the number of nodes 
common to the neighbor node and the next neighbor node; 

a fifth step of counting a non-common node number as the number of nodes not 
common to the neighbor node and the next neighbor node; and 

a sixth step of estimating a distance between the mobile node and the 
designated node, on the basis of a ratio between the common node number and the 
non-common node number. 



4. (ORIGINAL) The node selecUng method according to dain, 3 ^"i-d in t^^^^^ 
me mobile node further executes a seventh step of selecting a node for next 
communication, on the basis of the estimated distance. 

5 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The node selecting method according to claim 1^ 
cnrdenzed in that the number of nodes is modified by the following equation to be 
counted when nodes are unevenly distributed in the first region: 

vrt,ere N Is tl^e total number of nodes being In the first region; S, is the number of nodes 
TcLded in a complete graph when the number of complete graphs each including four 
or more nodes is M; and j - 1 , 2. .... M. 

6 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The node selecting method according to claim 1-^. 
.^ZL.. in that the number of nodes is modified by the foi.owng equat.on to be 
counted when nodes are unevenly distributed in the first region: 

y=i 

Where N is the total number of nodes being In the first region; S, Is the number of nodes 
luded rn a complete graph when the number of complete graphs each including four 
: 1 e Todes is M; Q. is a modification item when the number o< nodes pre^m^^ 
tt,e region where two complete graphs G, and G. are overiapping is N,. 0,k - 0 when 
= 0, and Ojk = Nn - 1 when Nn * 0, and j, 1< = 1 , 2 M. 

7 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The node selecUng method according to claim 
'JZe^ZZn. number of nodes Is modified by the following equation to be 
counted When nodes are unevenly distributed In the first region; 

where N is the total number of nodes being in the first region; S„ Sk is the number of 
2es in uded in a complete graph when the number of complete graphs each 
nidi g four or more nodes Is M; Q, is a modification item when the "-"er o, r^odes 
pre Within the region where two complete graphs G, and G. 
O, - 0 When N, = 0. and O, = N, - 1 when N, . 0; M, is an amendment item M. 1 
when s, - N,K = 1 or Sk - N, = 1 . and M, = 0 when S, - N, * 1 and & - N,. * 1 , and j, 
= 1,2 M. 



8 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The node selecting method according to claim 
characterized in that neighbor node lists are compared with each other in relation to all 
nodes present within each region; even a plurality of nodes are counted as one if the 
plurality of nodes have the same neighbor node list; and the number thus counted .s 
used as the modified number of nodes of the region. 

9 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The node selecting method according to claim 1-^. 
characterized in that the mobile node executes the first to third steps at predetermined 
periods. 

10 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The node selecting method according to claim 3^. 
characterized in that the mobile node executes the first to sixth steps at predetermined 
periods. 

1 1 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The node selecting method according to claim 9^, 
characterized in that the predetermined period is changed in accordance with a 
movement speed of the mobile node. 

1 2 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The node selecting method according to claim 9-oM«. 
characterized in that the predetermined period is changed in accordance with an 
arrangement density of the plurality of nodes. 



